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Did You Renew Your 

Membership?  
Your renewal ñcardò for the 2010-2011 membership year was enclosed in the March 

issue of the Gazette. If you havenôt filled it out, please do so soon. And if ñthe dog ate itò, 

you can get one from club at any kiosk, or you can find it on our web site (www.pemi.org), 

or you can ask Phil Haskell, our membership chairman, to mail you another one. (His con-

tact information is on the back cover.) 

Your membership is important to the health of the Club.  

What is going on?  

See Page 2. 
Photo: Tom Bubolz  
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Itôs the end of May as weôre putting the finishing touches 
on this issue of the Gazette. It just hit 91 here in Holderness, and 
thoughts of winter, which seemed destined to stick around for-
ever (well, it did sleet and snow on Mothers Day this year!), are 
well past. Already, the season has seen IDPA, silhouette, cow-
boy, high power, and trap matches. Plus weôve had a couple 
successful training sessions with the CMP clinic and the Apple-
seed event. The annual club clean-up April 24th day had a pretty 
good turn-out ð about 30 people ð and we got a lot done. 
(More on this in a moment.) Our first highway clean-up effort of 
2010 was also on April 24th, and this went quickly due to the 
number of volunteers. Many thanks to everyone who showed up 
for the work that day. The picnic pavilion on the trap road is 
now finished, thanks to a good effort by soon-to-be Eagle Scout 
Ty Haas. 
Thereôs a ton of stuff ahead: you can look at the schedule 

on page 3 and find something to do almost every weekend all 
summer. We have some more training sessions ahead. Next up 
is a biathlon clinic on Saturday, June 5th, to be taught by veteran 
bi-athlete Kevin Brooker and assisted by US Olympic Biathlon 
Team member Laura Spector. Then our 10th or 12th annual 
Women on Target class will be held on Saturday, June 12th. 
And thereôs the Bow Hunter Education class in early August. 
Just a reminder that a certification of successful completion of  a 
course is required to obtain a bow hunting license in NH. 
But you donôt have to wait to take a class to try something 

new. One of our members came to shoot in the ñballoon matchò, 
which got cancelled (our friend didnôt get the e-mail in time). 
When he got to the range, there was no balloon match, but there 
was the silhouette match going on, so he jumped into that. 
Match director John Bartlett fixed him up with a rifle, and 
pointed him in the right direction, and he had a great time. He 
plans to be back again soon. 

(Sometimes pre-registration is required, so itôs a good idea 
to check with the activity director ahead of time. See the list on 
page 3.) 

Sometime last fall the Board of Directors voted to  go to a 
system of two printed Gazettes and two electronic Gazettes per 
year instead of the 4 printings. This was designed to be a cost-
savings measure. The number of people opting for the e-mailed 
version of the Gazette was so low that we backed off that plan 
and decided to try to shrink the size of 2 of the 4 issues. This is 
the first short issue. For one thing, Glenn Normandeauôs column 
is absent in this issue. Also, detail on a lot of the events is on the 

web site (www.pemi.org) and not here. If youôve got some 
thoughts on this or want to weigh in pro or con on this approach, 
get in touch with me or any other Board member. 

 

A couple other things before we send this off to the printer. 
The elections at the Annual Meeting in March returned the 

same people to the Board as before, so the make-up of the Board 
is the same this year as last. 
And finally, whatôs that picture on page 1 all about? 
Last fall we got a donation of about 150 bales of hay from 

Jay and Chris Johnson to help with our efforts at erosion control 
and sound mitigation. Some of these went on the skidder trails 
out on the 1,000-yard range. Fred and grandkids spread some on 
the site of the log landing on clean-up day. But it wasnôt until 
very recently that we could get a hay spreader. Thatôs what you 
see in action. Thanks to the team of Chuck Therriault (who 
brought the hay spreader), Stu Pitts, Ev Tate, Tom Bubolz, Chris 
Pitts, and yours truly, aided with a little back muscle from John 
Bartlett and Bill Keaney, we made short work of  the hay. The 
hay will help vegetate the berms, and the vegetation will help to 
keep them from eroding and help dampen the sound just a bit. 
This goes along with our lime program (we spread a ton of lime 
on the impact berms and the range floors at clean-up day this 
year) to minimize our environmental impact. 
The picture is a reminder that thereôs a wide variety of tasks 

to be done around the Club. And ð youôve heard this before ð 
itôs all done by volunteers. All of the shooting activities can use 
help preparing for and running the matches. And as much as we 
got done during clean-up day, there are a lot of tasks that we 
didnôt get to. And there are on-going tasks é like, say, grass 
mowing. On that topic: Fred, who has handled most of the mow-
ing in past years, doesnôt have the time any more, and Don, who 
has done most of the rest, is recovering from surgery. Weôd like 
to spread that particular job around, and to that end, Don is coor-
dinating a ñmowing calendarò and is willing to meet with you at 
the clubhouse to go over how the mower works. (Hey, itôs a sit-
down mower é with an electric starter. How hard can it be?) 
Don can be reached at 968-7039. With a dozen club members 
volunteering to do one mowing, weôd have the summer taken 
care of. 

There are plenty of other small and large tasks, and a few 
hours a year from every club member would make a huge differ-
ence to the Club.  

  -Randy 

The Presidentôs Firing Point 


